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CHAPTER T

INTRODUCT ION

I. BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM

In ﬁhis day of the atom, religion-has generally taken a back
seat in our schools and universities. No longer do'many'mﬂdefn edu~-
cators stress the extreme need for God in ouwr lives, Somehow, some have
come to view religious education as foolish, weak, outdated, and, in
many cases, a complete waste of time and effort.

Instead, many men today worship a God called "science.' For them
the scientific method is the solution to any problem men may have. Ease
and the age of enlightenment make God unnecessary; science prevails,
However, in reality science makes our power to destroy life far greater
than our power to save lif'e, far easier to promote evil than to do good,
and much easier to learn and know things than to control them.

In an address given on Armistice Day, 1948, former ﬁrmyﬂChief of
Staff, General Omar Bradley, commented on this conflict between belief
in science and belief in God:

With the:munstrous-weapans-man already has, humanity is in

danger of being trapped in this world by its moral adolescents.,
Our knowledge of science has clearly outstripped our capacity to
control it.

We have too many men of sciences too few men of God., We have
grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon on the
Mount.

Man is stumbling blindly through a spiritual darkness, while

toying with the precarious secrets of life and death. The world
has achieved brillance without wisdom, power withoul conscience.



Curs is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants, We
know more about war than we know about peace,fmore about kllllng
than we know about 11VIng,1 = s

The gap between religious and general education continues to grow

and the goals of religion continue to become more clouded, Dr, John A, T.
Robinson makes the following observation:

For God is to be found at the point where thlngs really'ds mat-
ter to us. -

What matters to them most in life seems to have nothing to do

with 'God!'; and God has no connection with what really concerns them
day by day.

At best he seems to come in only at the edges of life. He isl

out there somewhere as a sort of 10ng-stop~-at death, or to turn to
in tragedy (either to pray to or to blama)

Churches in general are failing in their efforts to satisfy the
basic needs of mankind, and to reach ideal goals. Modern methods tried
so far have been sporadic, so the gap widens and the need for God increasésg

What is the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints attempting
to do for its young people and to meet the need for God in thelr lives?
The answer to this questiun can be found in the objectives given by the
L.D.S. Department of Education (1959, p. 2). These objectives are as
follous:

1. To help students acquire skills, knowledge, and attitudes in

secular and religious fields which will enable them to earn a
livelihood and fit them for a worthy place in society.,

onar Bradley, “Pronoun," Christian Century Magazine, LIVI
(Jamuary 19, 1949), p. 69.

2David L. Edwards, The Honest to God Debate, (Philadelphiaz The
Westminster Press, 1963)3 . 276.




2. To help students acquire a knowledge of God and a dynamiec faith
in His power and goodness. i

3. To develop in the life and experiences of students an appreciation
and understanding of Jesus, as the Christ; and to create in
students a desire to follow the gospel of Jesus Christ as a way
of life and salvation. | |

. To guide in the development of a testimony of the divinity of
the work of Joseph Smith, and to a conviciion that the restored
gospel is being disseminated throughout the world through the
poWwer and authority of the Priesthood of God, -

5. To help students develop the ability and disposition to serve
the Church in its many functions, and to bring them to the ex-
perience of Joy in service.

6. To help students arrive at a sound interpretation of life and the
universe, to develop the ability and disposition to see Godls
purpose and plan in the universe, to understand man's relation
to it, and to assist in the formulation of a philosophy of life
built upon this interpretation. | “

7. To foster in students a progressive and continuous development
of personality and character which is harmonious within itself,
adjusted to society, to the physical enviromment, and to God.

8. To fire gbtudents with a2 desire to make the world a better place
in which to live and to instill in them a love for all mankind.

9. To develop a love for and an appreciation of the Standard Works
of the Church, . C S

To test the validity of the L.D.S. goals stated above, certsin

specific parts have been selected fér this study.

1T, STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The purpose of this study is to compare the grade point averages
of L.D.S. seminary graduates and L.D.S. students who had not gttended
L.D.S. seminaries, and thereby to discover if there is a significant
difference in the academic achievement of the two groups in B.Y.U. reli-

gion courses.,



ITI. HYPOTHESIS

This studwaas baged on the hypothesis that there would be 3
significant difference in academic achievement in religious studies
between B.Y.U. students who had graduated from L.D.S. seminaries and

those students who had not attended 1L.D.S. seminaries.

IV, DEFINITION OF TERMS

Terms used in this study are defined as follows:

B.Y.U. students., OStudents who had gradnated from Bfigham Young

University in the school year 196l-65,

Students of the L.D.S., released-time seminary, Students who had

graduated from Latter-day Saint seminaries and were taught by Instructors

hired by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

L,.D.S. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-=day Saints.

V. METHODS AND PROCEDURES

This study was begun during the B.Y.U, Summer Semester of 1965,

and the following procedures were used.te*gathéf?the datas

A, A list of B,Y.U, graduates for the school year 196465 was ob-

tained. A second 1list of L.D.S. seminary graduates for the
school years 1959-61 was obtained. In the office of Student

Coordinator, data on each student are recorded. This Information
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1s known as the student interest, participation, and record card.

For the selection of the samples, these cards were used and punched

fﬂr=IBM accounting. The first process was the separation of

L.D.S: members at B.Y.U., from non-L.D.,S. members and to remove the
- non-members from this studj; The next process was to separate

£he L.D.S. seminary graduates from those students who had not

attended L.D.S. seminary. There weré 696 students who had not

attended L.D.S., seminary and 663 who were L.D.S. seminary gradu-

ates,

B. The samples were then divided into six groups:
1, Male 1.D.S. missionaries who had not attended 1.D.S. seminary.

2. Male L.D,S. missionaries who had graduated from 1..D.S. sem-
inary.,
. Male non-missionaries who had graduated from L.D.S., seminary.

3
i, Female non-missionaries who had graduated from L.D.S. seminary.
5, Male non-missionaries who had not attended L.D.S. seminary.

6

. Female non-missionaries who had not attended 1..D.S. seminary.

C. By means of a random sample, 100 students were selected in each

of the groups 3, L, 5, 6, and by personal selection, twenty-five
students were chosen in groups 1 and 2.

D, With the help of the Major Professor, permission was received to
obtain Zerox coples of transcripts of the students in the six

groups named above, Grade point averages were tabulated for each



student in the six groups in the following six areass

L.

2.

3.
b

5.
6.,

Book of Mormon

Church History

Old Testament

New Testament |

Missionary Preparation, Scripture & Theology

Total Religion Grade Point Average

E. A "teratio¥” was used for a statistical analysis which determined

if there were a significant difference between the 1..D.S. seminary

graduates in their B.Y.U. religion classes and those B.Y.U.

students who had not attended L.D.S. seminary.

In Chapters II and II1 of this thesis a short review of literature

is presented. Chapter IV presents the actual findings in textual and

tabular form. Chapter V summarizes the entire study, gives the conclu-

sions and recommendations.

VI. DELIMITATIONS

The college students selected for this study were from B.Y.U,

Before the sample groups for study were selected; zll non-L.D.5, members

for the school year 196465 were excluded.

Grade point average was the only standard used for evaluation.,

No attempts were made in this study to control grading standards, teacher

techniques, grading systems, teacher variations and subjectiveness,



techniques, grading systems, teacher variations and subjectiveness,
class requirements and demands, and students! interests and initiatives.
No attempt was made to debtermine T1.Q., chronological age, peer group |
influence, cheating, home and background influence, individual initia-
tive and previous or present teacher influence. These items are pos-
'sibie studies for other theses, -

No attempt was made to evaluate growth in testimony, in improved
attitude toward the Church and God, and for higher moral ethics or re-

ligiouns conviction,
VII, SUMMARY

- The Church of Jesus Christ of Labter-day Saints is vitally con-
cerned with the education of its members. This study has attempted to
determine the success of the L.D.S. edvcational program in the area of
religious academic achievement. It is hoped that increased 1earﬁing
and understanding in religious education may help provide the key to
successful world peace and happiness.

Because man's scientific inquiry exceeds his religious understand-
ing and interests and far exceeds his scientific limits and controls,
this writer believes this gap may be reduced by eliminating this spiritual
famine. "The glory of God is intelligence, or in other_wﬁrdsj light and
truth,HB and when students fail to avail themselves of the opportunities
afforded them.ﬁy the Church educational program, they deprive themselves

of much Joy, happiness and many opportunities,

-

3The Doctrine and Covenants, (Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter~day Saints, 1958), 93:36, hereafter cited as D. & C.



CHAPTER IX

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The purpose of this chapter is to present a review of the litera-
ture which is pertinent to the understanding of man's search for

spiritusl peace as relatsd to Religious Education.

T. A SHORT HISTORY OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATICH

TV A WORLD SETTING

In today's complex Séciety“méﬁy*péﬁple are struggling to satisfy
the basic need for God in their lives, Some are finding iittle to guell
their spiriftusl hunger, and others are turning to secular areas of edu~
cation in quest for inner peace and happiness.

Among those of thes past who have sought for religious nourish-
ment have been such men as John Wyelif (1300's), John Huss (1380's -
141L)Y, William Tyadale (sarly 1500's), Martin Luther (early 1500!'s),
Huldreich Zwingli (early 1500's), John Knox (early 1500's), John Calvin
(middle 15C0%s), King Henry VIII (middle 15C0's), and many others.

History revesls an almost continuous round of religlous upheavals,
some of which have been largely man’s internal struggle exemplified by
the men named above, and some of which have erupted in physical violence
and warfare. Examples of this latier group are the French under the

Huguenotsﬁl Central Europe under %he'waldensees}? the Anabaptists l1ad

¥enneth Scott Latourette, A History of Christianity, (Wew York:
Harper &;Erctths Ine., 1953), pp. TLL-777. |

gfbiﬁ o5 ?67:‘777 &




G
by such men as Manz, Carlstadt, Muntzer, Gerbel, Hoffman, Denck, Hubmaier
and oﬁher533 England under Henry'?III, his ﬁaughter Mary Tudor, and
L

later under the Stuart and Cromwellian dynasties.

1I. DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGIOCUS EDUCATION

i AMBERICA

Iin America also the ssarch for spiritual satisfaction continued.
Men on this continent came forth ¢laiming various rights and beliefss
George Fox and William Penn, the Quaker movement; Thomas Hooker, a

Puritan, remembered as Congregationalistss Jonathan Edwards, involved

in the Great Awskening; Roger Williams who introduced the American
Baptist wovement; Alexander Campbell, beginning the disciples of Christ;
William E. Channing who founded the Unitarians; William Miller who
satablished the Adventists;fMary Baker Eddy'wha organized Christian
Scientists Organizations Judge J. F, Ruﬁherfﬂrd who'helped found the
Jehovah!s Witnesses! (knoun as “The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society")s
and Jossph Smith, Jr., through whom the Church of Jesus Christ was
faatcredﬂg

These men felt this spiritual hunger, and being dissatisfied
with their religious environment, seught to improve or correct the
existing weaknesses or wrongs by bringing about religious reforms and

new ways to seek and find God.

SLatourette, op. cit., 778-786.
LTbid., 797-831.

SIbidﬁ, 832-10L7; and Leo Rosten, Religions in America, (New York:
Simon & Schusber, Tnc., 1963), pp. 276-278.
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11T, LATER RELIGIOUS EDUCATION MOVEMENT

Later; following the First World War, other leaders developed

new feelings about religious eéuca?iﬂnﬁ_'ﬁmong these men we find three

basic schools of thought with two approaches as follows:

}Eéderﬁistsaé Modernists are somebimes called *Liberals or Rationa-

lists™ who use the functional approach. Such men as Géc;rge H. Betts ,7
William ©. Bﬂﬂarﬁa Ernest J. Chave,” George A, Qﬁeal?_FrgdgrigkLQQ Grant,ll

John Deweyﬂm and Harrison S. Elliottl’ may be censidered as Modernists.

Harrison S. E11idtt, Can Religious Education Be Christian?,
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1940), pp. L, . .

7Gewge H., Bebtits, The Gﬂrrmulm of Religious Educa.tmm (New
Yorks Abingdon Press, 19207, Dpp. S ————— ———

8william C. Bower , Character Through Creative Experience, (Chic-

agos University of Chicago Press, L 305 PP . 1-—259, and The Currigu-
Tum of Religious Educatwm {New Yorks Charies Scribner®s Sons,

1925), pp. 1-1993 and Christ & Ghrlst:f_anEdueatmn, (New Yorkﬂ Abing-
don Cokesbury Press, 19L3], pp. A o

PBrnest J. Chave, A Tunctional Appfoach m Religigus Educaf'it}nﬂ
(Chicagos University af Chicago Press, 194[, PP o

1OGeer°ge A, Coe, A Social Theory of Religious Eduﬁa't-mnﬂ (New Yorks
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1932), pp. vi-viii, 1-206% and The Splrltual

Life, (New York: The Abingdon Press, IQDOL o 1m95 and Wnat is
Christian Education, (New York: Charles Scribnerfs Sons, 1929); pp. 1~209¢

Llppederick G. Grant, The Gﬁspel Gf the Kingdom , (New Yorks The
Macmillan Company, 1940}, pp. 1~30

12John Dewey, A Common Faith, (New Haven: Yale University Press,
193L3, pp. B87% and John Dewey, The Quest for Certainty, (Wew Yorks
Minton, Balch & Company, 1929), pp. [-237.

13Ellm‘tt op. ¢it,, 1=321; and Solving Persona’l Problems , (New
York: H. Holt and Gempanm 1936)5\ pp. 1-2{0. .
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Modernists center on problem-solving, personal experiencs,
rational thought, and naturalism. They tend to question authority
and to use symboliem €0 aid in having religious QXpefieneej and tend
to reject ordinances as divine saving processes, Thay set gqala and
standards, bult these are few because these change rapidly with new
experiences and with the passage of time and ﬁ?ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁnﬁﬂ The Modern-
ists feel man 1s basically good and place gresgt emphasis on love of
onr fellowmen. For them religion is to be kept on the existential or
life level of each person as God can be revezled only in human eXx-
perience, Up-dating seems to be the key for the'ﬁadarnists to whonm

‘nothing 1s absolute, not even God.

'Eeanofﬁhoﬁaxalh The school of thought known as Neo-orthodoxy,

uses the authoritative approach. Founders and followers--Karl Earthjls

16

a German theologian and philosopher; Henrich E, Brunner,™~ another

German theclogian and philosopher; Paul E, Jﬁhnsen;l? Ernest ¥,

Ug1rsots, op. eit., 10.

15%ar1 Barth, The Word of God and the Word of Man, (Translated

o . T TR VRN NS, — LT WL e R e R

by Douglas Horton. Boston: Pilgrim Press, 1928), pp. 1-354.

Heinrich E., Brunner, The Divine-Huoman Encounter, (Transizted
by Amandus W, Loos, Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1943),
op. 1=20335 Revelabtion and Reason, {Translated by Olive Wyon. Phila-
delphia: The Westminster Press 1%6')3 pp. 1-3853 The Theology of

Crisis, (New Yorks Charles Sﬁrlbner s Sons, 19&9)ﬁ PP, L=351>.

L7paul E, Johnson, Psychology of HEllglﬁﬁi (New York: Abingdon-
Cokesbury Press, 1945), pp. 1= Eii
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Ligon;1® Peter G, Person;l? Rhienhold Niehbuhr;20 Richard Niehbuhr;2l

Paul Vieth;22 John P. Williams;>> Randolph C. Miller;2h Paul Tillich?--
~these and many others developed the ldeas of the Authoritarian approach

as opposed to the Modernists' functional approach. Neo-orthodox
advocabes believe religious experience is to be found in the scripturesy

revelation comes by discovery as man searches the scriptures. However,
man must exercise to maintain the symbolic meaning rgther than the

literal interpretation., To discover revelations, man must exercise

18frnest M. Ligon, A Greater Géﬂeraﬁiﬁng (New York: The Macmillan

Company, 1948), pp. 1-1575 and Their Future is Now, (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1939), pp. 1=3583 and Dimensions of Character,

(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1956) PP. L-4{0; and The Psychology

of Christian Personality, (New Yorks Thefﬁa@mlllan Cﬁmpany, 19377,
Pp. L=371.

19?&%&? P. Person, An Introduction to Christian Education,
(Grand Rapids: Baker Bﬂﬁk'ﬂau863 1958}, pp. 1-2394

20Rainhold Niehbuhr, An Intefpretatlon of Ghrlatlaﬂ Eﬁhlcsﬂ
(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1935)y.0p. 1=322. = .

2ipichard H. Nishbuhr, “The Klngdam of Gad 1n ﬁmerlc& (Ghlcagen
Willett, Glark and Company, 157, e, 15180,

ﬁzPanl.Hﬁ‘Vieth Objectives of Religious Eﬁuﬂatlong (Hew Yﬂfk“
Harper and Bfﬂﬁhﬁfsj 193 Y, PP 1=310 :

23John P, Willisms, The New Education and Religion, (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1945), pp. 1= 23E¢

QhRandalph C. Miller, Education for Christian ILiving, (Engle-
wood Cliffs, Wew Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1950); pp. 1=305.

QSPaﬂl.Tllllﬁh The Interpretation of Histﬁfy@ (New Ybrkﬂ'
Charles Scribneris Sansg ', 1936), pp. 1=-20L.
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deep faith and remember that the Divine and the human are separate.
This distinction scgounts fox"__the meny levels of human life on the
religious plane, Authoritarians have very set goals and sbandards,
regardless of past, present, or future aandi’oims and times. For

them, religious doctrines are transmitted by experts (D, D. snd trained
theologians), and are mainly smbjeet%centeraﬁ ag compared with the

Modernists! student-centered approach.

. Fundamentalists, The third school of thought, generally

called Fundamentalists (sometimes Conservatives), consists of such men
as Bllly Grahan 526 E. G. Homrighausen ,27 I_I.enrydggml.ink&?a 0. Hobart
M&wmr?g? and some Lutheran and a few Mormon scholars. Fundamentalist
teachings sound nearly the same as the Neo-orthedox, bul the main
difference is that the Fundamentalists .view the scriptures Literally,
whereas, the Neo-orthodox apply symbolic meanings. Fundamentalists

believe in many absolutes--the Atonement as man's Savior, a literazl

20Bi1ly Graham, World Aflame, (New York: Doubleday & Company,
Ine,, 1965), pp. 1=2633 Willism G, McLoughlin, Jr., Billy Grahasm Re-
vivalist in a Secular Age, (New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1950},

PP. 157, 102, 1IBL.

27E, G. Homrighausen, "The Real Problem of Religious Eduation,®
Religious Education Magazine, . (Cberlin, Ohio: Publishing Office, 1939),
ppﬂr lm?; o -

28Hermy G. Link, The Return to Religion, (New York: The Macmil-
lan Company, 1543), pp. 1=-L7k.

290, Hobart Mowrer, The Crisis in Psychiatry and Religion, -
(Princeton, New Jersey: D, Van Nostrand Company, inc., 190L), pp. 1=241,

-



resurrection, the second coming of Christ, the virgin birth, inerrancy“
of the scripbtures in every detail, separation of the spiriﬁuai from
the natural and generally in normative experiences., In short, Funda-
mentalists use & combination of the two appreaches=;authoritative in
doctrine and functional in methods and procedures.

True Latter=day'Saints would not be definitively;classified in
any one of these groups. Instead they would use a combination of all

three schools of thought and both methods of approach and presentation,

and they would add the Holy Priesthood as the Church's authority and

the Holy Ghost as an all important companion.

IV, PRESENT-DAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The religiocus upheavals of the past continue todgy bul perhaps

in more moderate form. Still new ideas of religion are coming forth
and being promulgatsd, and new methods of pedagogy in religious sduca-
tion are being fomented with real ardor. However, a few modern thec-

logians express the idea that the Christian religion is dead. Dietrich

Bonhoeffer asks:
In your c¢hurch services do you seek 1o escape into a world of
fantasy? Do you use the Bible uncritically? Do you pray super-
stitiously? TIs youwr Holy Communion part of a retreat from the

modern world, or is it the c¢limax of a strengthening for life
in the world?30 - u

Bonhoeffer believes Christianity is religionless, even an %escapist,

archaic pietism, highly'unpietistieaﬂ31

30Edward$3‘22o‘fifa5 3L-35.

Jlibid., 35,




Paul Tillich foliows the same ideas of thought and makes a
gallant effort to explain the mysticism of the metaphysical Christian
God as he, too, believes there is no God in today's Christianity:

The God above the God of theism is present, although hidden,
in every divine-human encounter, Biblical religion as well as
Protestant theology are aware of the paradoxical character of
this encounter. They are aware that, if God encounters man,
God is neither object nor subject and is therefore above the scheme
into which theism has foreed him, They are aware that personaglism
with respect to God iz balanced by a irans-personal presence of
the divine, They are aware that forgiveness can be accepted
only if the power of accepbance is effective in man--Biblically
speaking, if the power of grace is effective in man. They are
aware of the paradoxiezl nature of every prayer, of speaking to
somebody to whom you cannot speak bscause he is not 'somebody,!
of asking somsbody c¢f whom you camnot ask anything becasuse he gives

or gives not bﬂf@rﬁ vou ask, or saying Tthou! to someone who is
nearer Lo the I thaw the I is to itselfl, 3e

A later theologian and Bishop of Weolwich, Dr., John A. T.
Robinson, concurs with the theﬁght of both Tillich and Banhéeffgr’s
by furthering the thecologiczl guestion of a ’Peligianleés Gh:isti;
anity,! into an sbstraction of a *literal regionless Christianity.®>>
By this Dr. Robinson infers that the Christian Ghurch;haS'made God
too personal--he must be kept beyond the 'midst.'

This theme may be given added weight from Kafl.Bafthfs theo-
logy, He believed that any attempt to Jusiify =z belief in God or o
comprehend His ways is bound to fail, %God is infinitely distant from

man and totally ﬁther¢“3h

32Pau1.T111iﬁh The Courage uG Bs Be, {(New Haven: Yale Univer-
sity Press, 1962}, pp. 1B80-

33’4‘61&:33{155 op. cit., 160-162,
BLLIbldng 217“£-.1.Bi
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From these quotes we may see that these men were searching for

something to appease and satisfy their spiritual drives and needs,

yet it appears the Christian world still searches.

V. TPHESENT-DAY AND FUTURE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Most recently a new movement to f£ill the crav%ng has taken 2
negative turn from God. Some are now claiming God is dead, The idea
that God is dead is an 0ld field of thought, but the mﬂvemept‘has a
group of new supporters. Books and magazine articles have been and are

now being published proclaiming the theme "God is dead." We have

Werner Pelz's, God is No More, (1963); 35 Paul Van Buren! S, Post Mortenm

herpninbl Ssacesers  CEETrE——T

Dei, (1965)336 Julian Huxley's, Religion Without Revelation, (1957)337

Thomas J. J. Altizer's, The Gospel of Christian Atheism aﬁdeadical

Theology & the Death of God (1966);39 and many others., These men

Al ol lascCEReTIRlCECTESS.  ESClews CEASTIECE

35Werner Pelz, God is No More, {Philadelphia: TITippincott Come
pany, 1963), pp. 89- 93

36paul Van Buren, Post Mortem Dei, (New York: The Macrmillan Com-
Pally, 965)3 pp. 12=13,

3Tsuiian S. Huxley, Religion Without Revelation, (New Yorks:
Harper & Brobthers Inc,, 1957}, 51-73.

3% enneth Hamilton, God is Dead: The Anatomy of a Slogan,
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Company, L96b0), pp., 1-00,

3 mhomas J. J. Albizer, The Gospel of Christian Atheism, (Phila-
delphias: The Westminster Press, 19606), pp. 102-131; and radical Theo=
logy & the Death of God, (Inﬂlanapalls* Bobbs~Merrill Company, 1966),

PD. 28-L9,
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were influenced by the exisﬁenialist'mﬁvement adumbated by P. Tillich,
H. Bromner, William James, Soren A. Kierkegaard, Freidrich W, Nistzsche,
Jean-Paul Sartre and others as geen in their teachings,

Those whose views are not so0 fatal%atic spill fgel the semin-
ary programs being follcowed by the American religipns aremfailigg
to meet the needs in the spiritual realms. The way some describe
the present conditions is unique indeed. Stafford Poole, in Semiﬁary
in Crisis, (1965)h0 feels our ministers and priests are teaching
words without believing themselves, the Bible without God, and ri-
tual without the spirit. Wesner Fallaw (1960)h1 stresses the need
to get from the curriculum to real life meaning; he also believes
the home is the key to religious educabion success, R. J, Havighurst
(l965)h2 and David J, Ernsberger (196S)h3'mnve that we take the
preaching out of the mouth and implant it in service. Ernest M,

Ligonts (1956)hh creat conbribution is that character development and

hOStaffﬁrd Poole, Seminary in Crisis, (New York: Herder and
Herder, 1965), pp. h1m51

AIWaneA Fallaw, Church Education for Tomorrow, (Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 15060), pp. 37=/5; and The Mode rn Parént and the

Teaching Church, {(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1957), PDP. L3 h3

hERobert J. Havighurst, The Educational Mission of the Church,
(Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1965), pp

hBDavid J. BErnsberger, Education for Renewal, (Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 1965), pp. 91-135.

bhligong_zggo.giiq
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personality can come only through conviction, follow-through, applica-
tion and service on the part of each person. 1Failure of the indivi-
dual to acceplh personal responsibility for his own actions destroyed
the charnces for the individual to develop proper personality traits
~and a good Christian character.

.Other authors express similar feelings and particularly feel

that'modérn theologians have yet to scrape the surface in their seminary
and religious schools, even in church parish services, Some of the
authors include L. D. Little (1962)45, E. A. Walter (1959)46, H. Zylstra
(1961)h7, H, Xhoobyar (1963)¥§, J. D. March (1961)h9; J, A, T, |

Robinson (1965)50, D. L. Edwards (1963)513 D. T. Niles'(196h)52,

L5t aurence C. Little, Wider Horizons in Christian Adult Educa-
tion, (Pittsburghs University of Pittsburgh Press, 1902), pPP. 1-330.

Ubrpich A. Walter, Religion and the State University, (Amn
Arbors The University of ﬁicﬁig Press, 1959), PD. 4=32L.

h7Henry'Zylstra, Testament of Vision, (Grand Rapids: Berdman's
Publishing Company, 1961}, po. L-Lik.

48He1en Khoobyar, Facing Adult Problems 1n-Ghrlst13n Education,
(Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1903), pp. L=i40.

LL9J'ames DeForest Murch, Teach or Perish, (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1951), pp. 1=iL7.

SOJohn.A T. Robingon, The New Reformatlon, (Phlladelphlan
The Westminster Press, 1965)ﬂ Pp. L-142.

SlEdwards, op. cit., 1-287.

52D, T. Niles, We Know In Part, (Philadelphias The Westminster
Press, 195L), pp. 1m153_




_ . D
M. J. Taylor (1965)°3, J. H. Ziegler (1962)°%, K. B. Cully (1960)°2,
and H, Q. Ggadykoﬁntz (1961)56f_ They.alsq fee}Ht@is nggd diSCusged
in this chapter has been found more by some than by others, yet all
searching.
The following chapter will review the literature of_the origin
and development of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-~day Saints,
its educational program, and the development and growth of its seminary

progran.

SBMErvin J. Taylor, Religious and Moral Educatiﬂﬁ,‘(ﬁew Yorks
The Center for Applied Research in Education, Inc., 1965),.pp. 1-112.

ShJesse H. Ziegler, Psycholngy'aﬂd the Teaching Church
(New York: Abingdon Press, 19627, pp.” I=1257

- 5SKend:Lg Brubaker Cully, 33510 Writings in Christian Educatlon,
(Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1960), pp. 1-350.

- rar

Séﬁarry'G Goodykoontz and Betty 1. Goodykoontz, Tralnlng +0
Teach, (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1961), pp. 1-L




CHAPTER ITI

REVIEW OF L.D.S, LITERATURE

At the death of the Mormon Proghet, Joseph Smith? Church'mem;
bership was approximately twenty to twentyafive %housan@.1~ Few ﬂf_”
these members were well educated, bubt some, such. as Orson Pratt, Wil-
1iam.Cla?tﬁn, Lorenzo Snow and Orson Spencer, were among fhe_edueaﬁed
few.2 Although some schools were started, it was with difficulty
that they were maintained. _anstanf-interruptiqns and frequent moves
by the saints to different localities made edﬂcatiﬁﬁ_of any’typé

valuable, but most difficult to obtain,

T. THE GROWTE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE RELIGTOUS EDUCATTIONAL

PROGRAM WITHIN THE 1.D.S. GHURGH

After the saints settled in Utah ~various schools and academies
were built in the sebtlementss in these arithmetic, English grammar,
and religicn were the most Qﬁmmanly taugﬁt subjects, Eventually,
elementary schools became common, and a.fgw schools pf highgr eduqae”_
tion evolved. During this périad 1847-1900, the academies were almost

entirely Church supported and staffed. The link between the elementary

1Brigham H. Roberts, A.Cﬂmprehensive History of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, (8alt Lake Gity: Deseret News
Press, T§355 , 160=062,

ZMilton L. Bennion, Mormonism and Education, (Salt Lake City:
The Deseret News Press, 1939), pp. 21-30.
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~ schools and universities solidified, and, with the help of state
taxation, a gradual transfer of schools from the Church to the state
began. By 1925, ninety per cent of the grammar schools were trans-

ferred from Church to public control and many of the colleges came under

state conbtrol. Few high schools existed in Utah until after the turn
of the century, but by 1925, these were well on their way to permanent

eat&blishment,3

In 1912, at Granite High School, Salt Lake City, Utah, the
first L.D.S. seminary was oﬁeneds and during the next twenty-five
years more than one hundred seminaries were functioning. This movement
gradually spread to junior high schools and into institutes at the
college level. For the period 1912 to 1940 the student enrollment
increased from thirteen to over thiftyafegr'theuaanduh The currlculum
included courses in Church History and Doctrine, New Testament, and
0ld Testament. Since 1940 the L.D.S. Seminary and Institute program
has grown into its present enrollment {1965) of 110,000 plus. The

chart on the following pzge shows this L.D.S. seminary'grawtha5

3Tbid,, 175=202,

L1bid., 203-2L0.

5L D.3. Department of Education, Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, Seminaries & Institutes of Religion Annual Report

(Provos 196h-~~65)j op. O-10, Table I 18 reproguced by permlssian of
the Department of Seminaries & Institubtes of Religion.



TABLE 1
SEMINARY ENROLILMENT FROM 1812~13 £0.1964-65

Total
Y ear Senior Junior Enrollment
1912-186 70 70
1916-17 703 703
1917-18 1,030 "1, 030
1918+19 1,528 1, 528
1919-20 3, 272 3, 272
1520-21 2, 980 2, 980
192122 3, 040 3, 040
1922-23 4, 976 4,976
1923-24 5, 401 6,-401
1924-25 8, 527 8, 527
1925-26 10, 376 10, 376
1926-27 10, 835 10, 835
1927-28 11, 991 11, 991
1928-29 12, 902 12, 902
1929-30 13, 598 12, 035 25, 993
1930-31 14, 091 12, 984 27, 075
1931-32 15, 409 14, 018 29, 427
1932-33 13, 441 20, 537 33, 978
1933- 34 13, 909 20, 428 34, 337
1934-35 16, 843 13, 9464 30, 789
1935-36 17,742 11, 142 28, 884
1936237 18, 539 8, 504 27,043
1937-38 19, 588 10, 458 30, 789
1938-39 20, 544 5, 5764k 26, 120
1939-40 20, 211 5,418 25, 629
1940-41 20, 975 5,153 26, 128
1941-42 21, 201 6,275 27, 456
1942-43 19, 866 5,612 25, 478
1943-44 19, 401 2, 027%kskk 21,428
194445 20, 480 1,815 22, 295
1945-45 20, 939 1, 690 22, 629
1946-47 21,283 2, 449 23, 732
194743 21, 687 3, 387 25, 060
1948-49 21, 430 3,473 24, 903
1949~ 50 23,218 3, 270 26, 488
1950-51 25, 275 3, 402 28, 677
. 1951-52 26, 882 2, 930 29, 812
1952-53 28,225 3, 851 32,076
1953-54 30, 501 3, 965 34, 467
1954-55 34, 258 3, 176 37, 434
1955-56 36, 317 1, 968kkok 38, 285
1956-57 38, 627 1,620 40, 247
1957-58 43, 290 1, 581 44, 871
1958-59 50, 702 1,465 52, 167
1959-60 58, 855
1960-61 62, 253
1961-62 72, 197
1962-63 81,412
1963-64 91, 236
1964-65 97, 314

*Religion Class Bzcomes Junior Seminary,
krJunmior Seminary Dropped After School Program, #%kkDezpariment Ceasaed Supervision of Salt Lake Stakes,

FkFourt

Stakes Dropped Jr, Seminary Work,
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One might ask at this point, "Whal are the goals and objectives

of the seminary as they relate to the theology and to the purposes of

the Church?" The answer to this question may easily be found in the

scriptures accepted and practiced by the L.D.S, Churph'members:

But T hgve commanded you to bring up your children in light
and truth. L | . .

Remember the worth of sﬁula_iﬁ gregt in the:sightﬂnfaGad.?

For behold this is my work and my glory to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal 1ifeuof“man¢§ : |

If children are to be brought up in the way they should go, to

be good citizens here, and happy hereafter, they must be taught.
It is idle to suppose that children will grow up goad while sur~
rounded with wickedness, without cultivation.”-

The Boﬁk.EEiMGrmanj one of the Standard Works of the Church,

poses this commandment and -objectives

ind ye will not suffer your children that they go hungry, or

naked; neither will ye suffer that they transgress the laws of
God, and fight and quarrel one with another, and serve the devil,
who is the master of sin, or who is the evil spirit which hath
been spoken of by our fatherﬁ he being an nnemy“ta all righteouns-
nass, - S o -

But ve will teach them to walk in the ways of truth and sober-
nesss ye Will teach them to love one another, and to serve one another, 1O

éD. & C., 90:10.

IToid., 18:10.

8The Pearl of Great Price, (Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus

Christ 6?riatterm5§§'Saintsj 1958), Moses 1:39,

15, 18k2).

9Joseph Smith Jr., Times & Seasons, (Nauvoo, Illinois: January

10The Book of Mormon, (Salt Lake Citys: The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter- ﬂay‘Salnt53 1958), Mosish L:1h-15, Italics by the writer.



Again we find this commandments

And their children shall be baptized for the remission of their
sins wnen eight years old, and receive the laying on of hands.

And they shall also teach their children to pray and walk up-
rightly before the Lord. 11

The scriptures in the Holy Bible also reveal why God wants all

his children to seek knowledge and make wise use of it after acquisi-
tions:

Train up a chlld in the wzy he should g@ﬁ and when he is old,
he will not depart from 1t, 12 | | |

A1l scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit-

able of dectrine, for rEpfﬁﬁf for cﬂrreﬁtlon, fer instruction
in rightecusnesss - |

That thﬁ;ﬁiﬁ of God may be perfect, tharﬁughly'furnlshed unto
all good works,

And finally latter-day revelatlon In the Doctrine and Cévenantﬁ,
gnother Standard Work of the Church, emphasizes the essence of all
learning and teachings -

£nd they shall observe the covenants and church articlies to do
them, and these shall be their teachings, as they shall be
directed by the Spirit. | -

And the Spirit shall be given unto you by the prayer of faith;
and if ye receive not the Spirit ye shall not teach, U

tip, & ¢,, 68:27-28

12proverbs 22:6,

LIT Pimothy 3:16-17. Ttalics by the writer.
Lip, & ., L2s13-1L.




And if your aye be single to my glory, your whole body
shail be filled with light, and there shall be no darkness in
yous and that body which is filled with light comprshendeth
all things....

And I give unto you a commandment that you shall teach one
ancther the docbring of the kingdom.

Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you, thatb
you may be instructed more perfectly in theory, in principle,
in docirine, in the law of the %aspelF in all things that per-
tain unto the kingdom of God...LD

The glory of God is intelligenceﬂnalé

I give untec you these sayings that you may understand and know
how to worship, and know what yon worship, that you may come unto

the Father io my name, and in due time receive of his fuiness, Li

A b p—

The above quoted passages of scripture certainly clarify the

Church'!s notivation for spending enorwmous sums of money and millions of

man hours educating the youbh and helping them to acquire a knowledge of

God.

The seminary program of the Church has come about as a fruit

of the Kingdom, and man or student, by applying his knowledge in

service through the pure love of Christ; reaps the benefits. With

this background, one can rsadily understand why the goals and objec~

vives set by tne L.D.S. Department of Education, as given in Chaptler

I of this thesis, were chosen and inculcated into the seminary studentls

1ife.

5y, & ., 88367, 77-T78.

161bidﬂﬂ 93:36

171bid., 93:19. Ttalics by the writer.




The need for the divine intelligence in each person's 1ife need
not be siressed here more than to point oul two key scriptures:

»ssdlb 18 impossible for a man to be saved in ignorance¢18

And if a person gains more knowledge and intelligence in this

1ife through his diligence and obedience than another, he will
have so much the advantage in the world to come. 17

II. PERTINENT LITERATURE RELATED TO THE

L.D.S5. SEMINARY PROGRAM

Several other studies have beea'made to determine the effec-
tiveness of the seminary programs in reaching these goals. John A,
Widtsoe (193?),20 wrote an Important outline of the L.D.S. Educationgl
Programs. His book briefly ontlines the organization and goals of
the educational program of the Church. It also provides a short
history of the Mormon education program and growth. Just priar to
Dr. Widtsoe's book (1936), the Church Department of Education printed,
in bulletin form, a set of goals and objectives for the semiﬂafieﬁ
and institutes.2t

Another valnable work was published about the same time (1939),

by Milten L. Bennion,gg & seminary supervisor. This included a

B1pig,, 131:6

Phid., 131:19

20John A. Widtsoe, Program of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints, (Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1937).

2lﬁepartment of Eﬁu@atiénﬂ Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, L.D.S. Seminary Bullstin, (Salt Lake City, 1936).

22Bennion3!EEQ‘EE§¢3 1282,
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history of the L.D.S5. educationzl movement. Brother Bennion's
treatige 1is very general and places no emphasis on the seminary goals
and objectives, or on the L.D.S. search for knowledge and for immer
peace.

In 1949 Elder A. Theodore Tuttle,2> wrote a detailed account of
the entire L.D.S. seminary program, including emphasis on the curri-
culum. And in 1959 John Pa-Fugalgh researched a very worthy thesis
about the development and use of the objectives for the seminary
teachers in the Church. He very masterfully points ocut the gradual
development of the Seminary Department objectives up to the present
day.

Another 1959 study, this one by Ernest Eberhard, Jrnj25 ate
tempted to determine the value of seminary education in studentst
lives., According to Everhard'’s findings, seminary affects the tntal
religious life of 2 person posibively in given areas of influences

temple marriage, good attitude development, testimony bullding,

2341bert Theodors Tuttle, "Heleassd Time Religious Education
Program of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter~-day Saints,® (Un-
published Master's thesis, Leland Stanford University, 194%9).

2L John Paul Fugal, "An Analysis of the Development and Use of
Cbjectives for the Seminary Teachers in the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints," (Unpublished Master's thesis, Provo: Brigham
Young University, 1959).

25%rnest Eberhard, Jr., YA Follow-up Study of the Graduates of
the Seminary of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter~day Saints at
Preston, Idaho,* (Unpublished Maszterf's thesis, Provo: Brigham Young
University, 1959}, pp. 113-118.
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spiritual stabilizabtion, and a very high rating of personality growth.
A study seeking to determine the value of the seminary program
in missionary preparstion was made by J,. Gordon Vaughan in 1963, It
was determined that there were positive results.2® No atbempt was
made to determine academic achievement by any of the sources cited

abhove,

LITERATURE RELATED DIRECTLY TC L.D.S. SEMINARY

GRADUATES? ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

This writer has found only one work which deals directly with
the campar&tiva academic achievement of L.D.S. seminary students and
L.D.S. students who had not taken L.D.3. seminary. This is a 1958

mimeographed report of seminary graduates and non=seminary graduates.

On the following page Table I presents a short digest of the study.
In summary and ceonclusion this thesiz seems o be a pioneen

gstudy in the ares of L.D.S. seminary graduates’® academic achisvement

as determined by grade point average. Therefore, the litersture re-

viewed sbove simply provides a background for the general field of

Religions Education and for the development of the L.D.9S. Seminary

Department program with ites goals and objectives.

267 . Gordon Vaughan, YA Follow-up Study of Four Selected Sem-
inaries to Determine the Effsct the Seminary Program Bas Had in Helping
to Prepare their Graduates t¢ be More Effective Missionaries for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, {Unpublished Master!s
thesis, Provo: Brigham Young University, 1963},
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TABLE I1

A STUDY OF THE AVERAGE GRADE POINT OF SEMINARY
GRADUATES AND NON-SEMINARY
GRADUATES, 1958

Digest of Study

1. The High Schools studied were in Idaho, Utah and Wyoming--

Totals 9
2. The Universities studied included Brigham Young University

and Utah State University--Total: 2
3. Seminary graduates from the high schools totaled: 554

Grade point average: - 2.8
i. Non~Seminary graduates from the high schools totaled: 616

Grade point average: | — | 2.52

5. The students sampled from the Utah State University

totaleds 380
a, Grade point average of Seminary graduates: 2.82
b, Gfa&e point average of Non=Seminary graduates: 2.70

6. The students sampled from the Brigham Young University

totaleds 1432
a. Grade point average of Seminary graduates: 2.87
b. Grade point average of Non=Seminary graduates: 2. 77

Reproduced by permission from the Department of Seminaries &
Institutes of Religion of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.



i, DIFFERENCES OF THE L.D.5, MISSIONARY GROUPS AS

DETERMINED BY GRADE POINT AVERAGE

The problem of this thesis was to compare grade point averages
of L.D.S. seminary graduates and 1L.D.S. stuﬁ@nﬁs_whﬁlhad nnt_;?teaded
L.D.5. seminaries, and thereby to discover if there wers a signifif
cant difference in the academic schievement of the two groups in B.Y.U.

religion courses. Samples wers chosen as given in Chapter I, page 5,

of this thesis. To resolve the differsnces between the seminary and
non-geminary groups, grade point averages were computed in six areas,
the last of which was & total of the other five. The six areas are
Book of Hormeng Church Historys Cld Testazment:; New Testament; Mission-
ary Preparation, S@fiptufe & Theologys and Total ReligiﬂnﬂGrade_Paint
Average, The t-test was used to determine if there were any signifi-
cant difference in each of the above named areas. N
The difference belwesn the L.D.S, missionaries who had not at-

tended L.D.S. seminary and L.D.S, missionaries who had graduated from

L.D.S. seminries in the arez of Rook of Mormon was 0.180., Table TIT

presents the tabulated data.
The difference between the L.D.S, missionaries who had not at=-

tended L.D.S., seminaries and L.D.S. missicnaries who graduated from

1.D.,S. seminaries in the area of Church History was 0.796. Table IV

pressents the tabulated data.
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TABLE IIT

SUMMARY OF L,D.S, MISSIONARY GRADE POINT AVERAGE IN THE AREA OF
BOOK OF MORMON |

Seminary Graduates Non-Seminary
s = 638 £Y = 43
£X* = 20,952 5Y* = 21,169
M = 31.90 M = 30,9
N = 20 N = 24

= O, h80x%

. t-test

*The observed difference ig not statistically significant,

TABLE 1V

SUMMARY OF L.D.S. MISSIONARY GRADE POINT AVERAGE IN THE ARFA OF
' CHURCH HISTORY

Seminary Graduates | Non=Seminary
(X = 509 £Y = L5l
£X* = 16,799 £Y* = 14,033
M = 31.01 M = 30,07
N = 16 N = 15
““““ t-test = 0.79%%

The observed difference is not statistically significant.
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The difference between the L.D.S. missionaries who had not at-
tended L.D.S. seminaries and L.D.S. missionaries who gradusted from

L.D.S. seminaries in the area of 01d Testament was 0.653., Table V

C—C——

presents the data.

TABLE V

L .

SUMMARY OF L.D,S., MISSIONARY GRADE POINT AV]
OLD TESTAMENT

RAGE 1IN THE AREA OF

Seminsry (Gradustes . - NanfSamiﬂafy
£X = 423 £Y = 371

$X* = 14,305 £Y% = 711,815
M = 32,5 | . M = 30,92
N = 13 | § = 12

. qJ%;%éégﬂgﬂd;égég_ﬂd

¥The observed difference is not statistically significant.

The difference between the LgDuéﬂ missionaries who had not ate-
tended L.D.S. seminary and L.D.S. missionaries who graduated from 1.D.S.

seminary in the area of New Testament was 0.952. Table VI shows this

T T ———

data.

The diffefence between the L.D.S., misgionaries who had not
attended L.D.S. seminary and L.D.S, missionaries who graduated from

L.D.S., seminary in the ares of Missionary Preparation, Scripturﬁig

Theology was 2.138. This is significant at the .025 level as shown in

Table ¥ o
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TABLE VI

SUMMARY OF L.D,S. MISSIONARY GRADE POINT AVERAGE IN THE AREA OF
NEW TESTAMENT

Seminary Graduaates Non-Seminary
£X = 393 Y = 328
£X* = 11,953 £Y* = 8,85L
M = 28;07 Moo= 251-23
N = 1 N = 13

- ﬁﬂ-ﬂ\;ﬁs-b ﬁo 952% et et

%The observed difference is not statisti@élly significant.

TABLE VI

SUMMARY OF L.D.S, HISSIDNAR? GRADE POINT AVERAGE TN THE AREA OF

MISSIONARY PREPARATION, SCRIPTURE & THECLOGY

Seminary Graduates ~ Non-Seminary
X = T710 £Y = 660
£X* = 26,238 2Y* = 20,620
M = 33.L48 , M = 30.00
N = 23 N = 22

t-test = 2,138%

"%The observed difference is significant at the .025 level.
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It may be noted in Table VII that the difference of 2.138 was
significant at the .025 level. This indicates that in one thousand
similar samples you would have only 25 chances that this difference
would happen becauss of sampling error. The differsnce was affirma-
tive for the L.D.S. missionaries who had graduated from L.D.S. seminary.

The difference beiween the L.D.S. missionaries wvho had not at-
tended L.D.S. seminary and L.D.S. missionaries who graduated from

L.D.5. geminary in the Total Religion Grade Point Average area was

s

2,798, Table VI

presents the stabistical data,

TABLE VIIT

SUMMARY OF L.D.S, MISSIONARY GRADE POINT AVERAGE IN THE AREA OF
TOTAL RELIGION CGRADE POINT AVERAGE

Seminary Gradustss Non=Seminary

£X = 751 £Y = Tl1
5X3 = 21,733 £Y* = 21,471
M = 32,65 M = 29,63
N = 23 N = 24

In Table VIII above, the t-test shows 2,798, which is a zignifi-

cant differsnce at the 005 confidencsa level. This indicates that in
oie thousand similar samples thers would be but five chances that this

difference would oscur bscause of sampling error.
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1T, DIFFERENCES OF THE L.D.S. NON=MISSIONARY GROUPS AS

DETERMINED BY GRADE POINT AVERAGE

Males, In this part of the findings, the B.Y.U. religion

orade point averages of the L.D.S. male non-missiinary seminary gradu-

abtes are compared with the L..D.S5. male non-missionaries who had not

taken L,D.S. ssminary,

The difference between the male non-missionaries who had gradu-

ated from L.D.S. geminariss and male non-missionaries who had not taken

L.D.5. seminary in the BDDkEEEfMGTmﬁn area was 0,33L. Table IX presents

the data ags tabulated,

TABLE IX

L

RAGE IN THE AREA

SUMMARY OF L,D.S, MALE NON=-MISSIONARY GRADE POIRT AV
OF BOOK OF MORMON

Seminary Gradustes _ Non=Seminary

£X = 2677 £2Y = 92587

£X* = 83,209 £Y* = 79,541
M = 29,42 M = 29.07
E’ = B 89

IL X

t-test = 0,33W%

#The observed difference is not stabtistically significant.
The difference between the male non-missionaries who graduated

from L.D.8S. seminaries and male non-missionaries who had not taken 1L.D.S.

seminary in the area of Church History was 1.8L2, Table X presents

the tabulated data,




TARLE X

SUMMARY OF L.D.S. MALE NON-MISSIONARY GRADE POINT AVERAGE IN THE AREA
OF CHURCH HISTORY

. -
.. . . = Ll - s - . - -
. . . . . - . . iy . - L .
[ S ep—y "
[

~ Seminary Graduates =~ Ton-Seminary
£X = 2198 ' 5Y = 2168
£3% = 68,011 Y% = 63,289
M o= 29,67 | M o= 27,76
o g 78

N 7h | | | | N

t-test = 1,8)2%

 %The observed difference is significantlat the nOSJievéL
The diff'ersnce between the male non-missionaries who had graduated
from L.D.S. seminaries and male non-missionaries who had not taken L.D.S.

seminary in the area of 0ld Testament was 0.01l7. Table XI shows this

data.

TABLE XT

SUMMARY OF L.D.S. MALE NON=I~§ISSIONARY GRADE PGTNT AVERAGE IN THE AREA
OF OLD TESTAMENT

Seminary Graduates | |  Non-Seminary =

£X = 1063 | - £Y = 1260

£X* = 31,729 £Y% = 37,15}
M = 27.97 M = 28,00
N = 38 | N = L5

t='bES’t =3 mDnOl?

Byl —

%The observed difference is not statistically significant,
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The difference betwéen the ma..‘le. nannmiss_igx;aries' who had
gradua’éed from L.D.S. seminaries and male non-missionaries who had nod

taken L.D.S. seminary in the area of New Testament was 0.377. Table

[ TR S

XIT shouws this tabulated data.

TABLE XIT

:

SUMMARY OF L.D.S. MALE NON-MISSIONARY .GRADE. PomT AVERAGE IN THE
OF NEW TESTAMENT |

Seminary Graduates | | Honm'Semiﬁarjr |

£X = 1570 | . £Y = 1334
£X* = Lh,32L £Y* = 36,856
M = 25,7k - S M = 25.,17

#%There is no significant difference.

The difference betwesn the male non-missionaries who had graduated
from L.D.S. seminaries and male non-missionaries who had not taken L.D.S.

seminary in the arez of Misgsionary Preparation, Scripture & Theolory was

1.40h, Table XIII presents the data.

The difference between the male nﬁnmmissianarieswho had gradu-

ated from L.D.S, seminariess and male non-missionaries who had nob taken

L.D.S. seminary in the Total Religion Grade Point Average area was 1,759.

Table XIV presents the statistical data,



TABLE XII1

SUMMARY OF 1L.D.S. MALE NON-MISSIONARY GRADE POINT AVERAGE IN THE AREA
OF MISSIONARY PREPARATION, SCRIPTURE & THEQLOGY

Semingry Graduates Non=Seminary

$X = 2621 4Y = 2528

£X* = 80,765 sY% = 74,868
M = 29.45 M = 28,09
N = 89 N = 90

(PR LR SFRT P ¥ o 1

t-test = 1,L0kL=

#¥There is no significant difference,

TABLE X1V

SUMMARY OF L.D.S. MALE NON-MISSIONARY GRADE POTNT AVERAGE IN THE ARFEA

OF TOTAL RELIGION GRADE POINT AVERAGE

Seminary Graduates | Non-Seminary
£X = 2620 £y = 2499
£X? = 76,592 2Y* = 70,977
M = 28;?9 M = 27@??

N = Gi N = 60

“%The observed difference is significant at the ,05 level,

Tn summary, in the areas of Church History and Total Religion

Grade Point Average the i-tsst showed a significant difference at the
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.05 confidence level, The areas of Book of Mormon: 01d Testament;
New Testament, and Missionary Preparation, Scripture & Theology showed

no significant difference,

Females. The second group of non-missionarles being compared

are the girls, The B.Y.U. grade point averages of the L.D.S. female

seminary graduates sre compared with the L.D.S. females who had not

taken L.D.S. seminary.

The difference between the L.D.5, female seminary graduates

and those girls who had not taken L.D.3. seminary in theiBaékigngﬁrm@n

area was l.733. Table XV presents the tabulated data,

TABLE XV

SUMMARY OF L.D.S. FEMALE RELIGIOUS GRADE POINT &VERAGE IN THE AREA OF

BOOK OF MORMON

Seminary'ﬁraduates Non-Seminary

£X = 2874 £Y7 = 2833

£X% = $2,570 £Y% = 85,623
M = 30.57 M = 28,91
N = 94 | N = 98

hh%;%egﬁ'éﬂi;Tg ——

“%The observed difference is significant at the .05 level.

The difference between the L.D.5. female seminary graduates and

those girls who had not taken L.D.S. seminary in the area of Church

History was 3.213. Table XVY shows the statistically computed data,




TABLE XVI

T.IGTOUS GRADE POINT AVERAGE IN THE AREA OF

o

SUMMARY OF L.D,S. FEMALE R

CHORCH HISTORY

Seminary Graduates Non-Seminary
£X = 1788 | Y = 1806

£X* = 58,936 £Y* = 53,500
M = 31.93 M = 28,67
N o= = 63

56 | N

#The observed difference is significant at the 001 level,

The t-test on Table XVI indicates that the L.D.S5, female semin~-
arﬁ'graduates had significantly'higher grade point avérages than
L.D.S. girls who had not taken L.D.S, seminary. This difference is
significant at the 001 confidence level. This means that in one
thousand similar samples, theres would only be one chance that this dif-

ference would occur due to sampling error.

The difference between the L.D.S. female seminary graduates

and those girls who had not taken L.D.S. seminary in the area of 01d

Testament was 1,338. Table XVII presents this data,

The difference between the L.D.S5. female seminary'gradﬁaﬁas and

th® e girls who had not tzken L.D.S. seminary in the area of New

Testament was 0,516, Table XVIII shows the tabulated data.
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TABLE XVII

: AREA OF

1L}
=
3

SUMMARY OF I.D.S. FEMALE RELTGTOUS GRADE POINT AVERAGE
OLD TESTAMENT

Seminary Graduates Non-Seminary
£X = 1325 £Y = 1470

2X* = 1,805 £Y* = }3,910
M = 30,11 M = 28.27
N = Ll | N = 52

%The observed difference is not statistically significant.

TABLE XVIII

L]

RAGE, TN THE AREA OF

SUMMARY OF L.D.S. FEMALE RELIGIOUS GRADE POTNT AV
NEW TESTAMENT

Seminary Graduabtes | Non-Seminary
(X% = 6h,86k ZY4 = 58,991
M = 29,9 M o= 29,34
N = 69 N = 65

— T T oﬂgl N

%The observed differencs is not statistically significant.
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The difference between the L.D.S. female seminary graduates and

those girls who had not taken L.D.S. seminary in the area of Mission-

ary Preparation, Scripiure & Theology was 1.270. Table XIX presents

this data,

TABLE XIX

SUI"EMARY OF L.D.S. FEMALE RELIGIOUS GRADE POINT AVERAGE IN THE ARFA OF

MISSIONARY PREPARATION, SCRIPTURE & THEOLOGY

Seminary Graduates | Non=-Seminary

£ = 2970 £Y = 2626

£X% = 95,862 £Y2 = 82,158
M = 31,26 M = 30,18
N = == 87 |

o5 N

t-test = 1,270%

-%Thé ﬁﬁservéd.éifféréﬁéé is not sfafistiﬁaiiy.Sigﬁificéﬁﬁ;I

The difference between the L.D.S5. female seminary graduates

and those girls who had not baken L.D.S. seminary in the area of Total

Religion Grade Point Average was 2.747. Table X{ presents this

data.
The t-test on Table XX indicates that the 1..D.S. female gsemin-

ary graduates had significantly higher grade point averages than

L.D.S. giris who had not taken L.D.S. seminary., This difference is



TABLE XX

SUMMARY OF L.D.S. FEMALE RELICIOUS GRADE POINT AVERAGE IN THE AREA
OF TOTAL RELICION CRADE POINT AVERAGE

Seminary Graduates ~__ Non-Seminary
22X = 2923 | £sY = 287h
FX* = 90,971 Y% = 85,788
M o= 30.77 | M = 29,33
N = 95 | | N = 98

| = 2,747

*The cbserved difference is significant at the .005 level.

significant at the ,005 confidence level, This means that in one
thousand similar samples there would only be five chances that this

difference would occur due to sampling error,



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY , CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATTONS

The purpese of this study was to find if there were any

significant difference in the academie achievement in B.Y.U, religion
courses between students who had graduated from L.D.S. seminaries
and those students who had not attended L.D.S. seminaries. It zalso
attempted to determine if those students who were L.D.S. seminary
graduates had achieved higher grade point averages than L..D.S. stu-

dents who had not attended L.D.S. seminary.

Review of the Literature. A summary of the studies which have

T T

been completed secems %o indicate that the area of L.D.S. seminary grade
point sverage is relatively unexplored. The author was able to find
cenly one study dealing directly with L.D.S. seminary'studgnts’ aca-
demic achievement. A short review was presented showing thg historical
development of religious education. Since the L.D.S. seminary program
and deparbtment evolvement is part of the growth and development of the
educational program of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-~day Saints,

g brief history of the L.D.S. seminary goals and coblectives was reviewed.

Research Design. By means of random sampling, six areas of

L.D.S. seminary study were chosen for evaluation: Book of Mormonj;
Church Historys; 0ld Testament; New Testament; Missionary Preparation,
Scripture & Theologys and Total Religion Grade Point Average. The

Total Religion Grade Point Average is the sum of the other five subject



b5
areas. ©Six samples were classified into three groups as follows:

1., Male L.D.S. missionaries who had not attended 1.D.S,.

seminary.

2. Male L.D.S. missionaries who had graduated from IL.D.S.
Seminary.

3. Male non-missiocnaries who had graduated frﬁmiL.D.S. seminary,

L Male non-missionaries who had not attended L.D.S, seminary.

5, TFemale non-missionaries who had not attended 1..D.S. sem—
inary. " | )

6. Temale non-missionaries who had graduated from L.D.S. semin-
ary. - -

Grade point average in the six subject areas named abave wera-cﬂmputed
and samples 1 vs. 2, 3 vs. i, and 5 vs. 6 were then compared to deter-
mine if there were a significant difference. The statistical tool

used to determine if there were a significant difference between these

three pairs of samples in the six subject areas was the t-test.

Fihdingsn From the data computed in this study, the results
of the:findings are as follaws;

L. Thal the grade point averages at B.Y.U. of L.D.S. seminary
were higher than L.D.S. students who had not taken L.D.S. seminary in

all areas except one. In the area of Old.Testament; the L.D.S. non-

missionary male students who had not taken‘L,Dﬁsﬁ seminaryglhad a grade
point avergge of 2.80 as did the L,BGS. nen;missianary'male seminary
graduates,

2. That L.D.S. missionaries who have graduated from L.D.S5. sem-
inaries achieve significantly higher grade paint'averages in the area

of Missionary Preparation, Scripture & Theology at the 025 confidence




TABLE XXI

"BRIEFE DIGEST OF FINDINGS

Sem, Non-  Diff.
| Grad. Sem. in  Signif, t-test
Group Heading Subject Heading G.P.A.G.P.A.G.P. A. Diff, sCcores

Missionaries Book of Mormon 3.19  3.10 .09 None 0. 480
Missionaries Church History 3.18 3,01 .17 DNomne 0,796
Missionaries Old Testament 3.25  3.09 .14 None 0. 653
Missionaries New Testament 2.81 2.52 .29 None 0.952
Missionaries Missionary Prep., S. & Th.* 3,35 3,00 .35 .025 Level 2.138
Missionaries Total Religion G.P. A. 3.27 2.96 .31 .005 L.evel 2,798
Non-Missionary Males Book of Mormon 2. 94 2.9] .03 None 0. 334
Non-Missionary Males Church History 2.97 2,78 .19 .05 Level 1. 842
Non-Missionary Males Old Testament 2.80 2.80 .00 None 0.017
Non-Missionary Males New Testament 2.57 2.52 .05 QNone 0,377
Non-Missionary Males Missionary Prep., S. & Thx 2,95 2,81 .14 None 1.404
Non-Missionary Males Total Religion G.P. A. 2.88 2.78 .10 .05 Level 1.759
Non-Missionary Females  Book of Mormon 3.06 2.89 .17 .05 Level 1.733
Non-Missionary Fem#ales  Church History 3.19  2.87 .32 .001 IL.evel 3.213
Non-Missionary Females Old Testament 3.01 2.83 .18 None 1.338
Non-Missionary Femiles New Testament 2.99 2.93 .06 None 0.516
Non~Missionary Females  Missionary Prep., S. & Th.*x 3.13 3,02 .11 None 1.270
"Non-Missionary Females  Total Religion G. P. A. 3,08 2.93 .15 .005 Level 2.747

*Missionary Preparation, Scripture & Theology

Y



level, than L.D.S, nissionaries who had not taken 1L..D.S. seminary.
3« Thsat L.D.S., missionaries who had graduated from L.0.,S,
seminaries achleve significantly higher grade point averag@srindthe
area of Total Religion Grade Point Average at the .005 confidence
level than L.D.S. missionaries who had not taken L.D.S. seminary,
L. That L.D.S. female non-missionaries who are I,D.S. semin-

ary graduates achieve significantly higher grade point averages in

the area of Church History at the .00L confidence level than L.D.S.

girls who had not taken L.D.S. seminary,

5. That L.D,3, male non-missionaries who are L.D.3, seminary
graduates achleve significantly higher grade paint'averages in the
area of Total Religion Grade Point Average at the .05 level than L.D.S.
male non-missionaries who had not taken L.D.S. seminary,

6. That L,D.S. female non-missionaries who are L.D.5. semin-

ary gradualtes achieve significantly higher grade ?Dint averages than

L.D.S, female non-=misgionaries in the area of Book of Mormon gt the

.05 confidence level.,
7. That L.D.S, girls who are L.D.S, seminary graduates achieve

significantly higher grade point averages in the area of Tﬁtal.Religicﬂ

Grade Point Average at the .005 confidence level than L.D.S. girls

who had not tszken L,D.S. seminary.
8. That L,D.S. girls who are L.D.S. seminary graduates achieve

significantly higher grade point averages in the area of Church History

at the ,00l confidence level than L.D.S. girls who had not taken I1.D.S.

SEeminary.
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Conclusions., TFrom this study the following conclusions have

been drawn:

1. That L.D.S. seminary graduates will probably achisve higher
crade point averages in religion courses at B.7.U. than students who
do not take seminary.

2, That L.D.S. students who do not bake 1L.D.S. seminary will
probably achieve lower religion grade point averages at B.Y.U. than
L.D.8. students who graduate from L..D.S. seminariesg

3. That L.D.S. seminary graduates will probably achieve higher
religion grade point averages than L.D.S. non-seminary studsents at the
.05 confidence level in the following areas:

a. Church History for L.D.S. non-missionary males,

b. Total Religion Grade Point Average for 1.D.S, non-
missionary males,

¢. DBock of Mormon for L.D.S. non-missionary females.
i, That L.D.S. seminary graduates who fulfill missions will
probably achieve higher religion grade polnt averages in the area of

Missionary Preparation, Scripture & Theology than L.D.S. missionaries

who had not taken L.D.S. seminary. The grade point average differ-
ence would be significant at the .025 level of confidence in favor
of the L.D,S. seminary graduates.

5. That L.D.S. seminary graduates will probagbly achieve higher
religion grade point averages than L.D.S. non-seminary students at the

005 confidence level in the following areas:
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a. Total Religion Grade Point Average for L.D.S. seminary
graduates who fulfill missions.

b. Total Religion Grade Point Average for L.D.S. female
semingry graduates.

6. That L.D.S. female seminary graduates will probably achieve
higher féligi@n grade point averages than L.D.S. female non-seminary

students at the .001 confidence level in the ares of Church History.

- .

Recommendations, In view of the findings and conclusions taken

from thig sbudy, the following recommendations are mades

1., That a Sﬁu&y be made to determine if there is a significant
difference bstuween L.D.S, seminary graduates and L.D.S. non-geminary
graduates in other areas such as social science, MEnglish, mathematics,
1ife sciences, and in tobal grade point averages of all college courses,
et

2. That a study be made Lo determine Why'L,B.Sﬂ female seminafy
sraduates achieve Eigﬂificanﬁly higher grade point averages in the area
of Church Hisbory, than L.D.S. female students who had not taken L.D.S.
seminary.

3. That a further study be made to determine if there is a -
corraelation between'LgDasﬁ seminary graduates who fuifiil'miSSians and

their being personally motivated in the religious subject area of

Missionary Preparation, Scripture & Theology.
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APPENDIX

Formmlae used in the computadtion of the test for statistical
significance used in this study.

1. Value of the Mean.

M= £X
N
2. obandard Deviation.

3. Standard Deviation of the Mean.

o3

6m: B
VANES
i, Value of t for the t-test or t-ratio.
+= M. = M

w/é}ﬁz + 6¥ﬂ%
5. Legend,

M = Mean or Arithmetical average

N = Number (This generally refers to sample number),.

b
i

Individual score

6 = Standard Deviation

)
it

Standard Deviation of the Mean

t = t=Lest or b-ratio

M\
B

Sum of ...

Note: The confidence levels refer to the nnmber of chances
out of 100 or 1,000 that the thing being tested would happen by

chance due to sampling error,
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ABSTRAGT

The Problem. This sbudy attempted to find if there were a signi-
ficant difference in the academic achievement in B.Y.U. religion courses
petween L.D.S. seminary graduates and students who had not atiended

L.D.S5. seminaries.

Research Design. This study was conducted at B.Y.U., and by

means of randem sampling, groups were chosen for evaluation. Six sam-
ples were classified into three groups as follows:
1. Male L.D.S. missionaries who had not attended L.D.S. seminary,.

2. Male L.D.S5. missionaries who had graduated from L.D.S. seminary.

3. Male non-missionaries who had not attended L.D.S. semina?y,

i, Male non-missionaries who had graduated from L.D.S. seminary.

5. Female non~-missionaries who had not attended L.D.S. seminary,
&, Female non-missionaries who had graduated from 1.D.S. seminary.
Six subject areas were also chosen for each of the three groups, making
a total of eighteen samples for evaluation. The subject areas were
Book of Mormon: Church Historys 0O1d Testament; New Testamenbs Mission-
ary Preparation, Scripture & Theology: and Total Religious Gra&e Point

Average.,

Findings. For a report of the findings, the reader is referred

to pages 45-18 of this thesis,



Conclusions. It was concluded tnate

_19 L.D.S, seminary'graduates will prdbgbly aChisve higher
ograde polint averages bthan L;D,Sﬂlstuﬁents who do not take'L.B.Sn sem-
inary in esach of the areas and at the levels of confidence as shown
on Digest of Findings Table XXI, page L6.

2. There was no evidence that L,D.3. seminary has an adverse

effect on L.D.S. students taking L.D.S. seminary.

Recommendations. Due to the findings ang conclusions, the recom-

mendations ares

1, That a study be made including other subject ageas“such as
English, science, total grade point averages, education, etec.

2. That a study be made to determine why L.D.S. femalelse%%ngry_r
graduates achieve higher grade point averages than L.D.5. female students
who do not take L.D.3. semiﬁary'in the area of-Church Higtory;

3, That a further study be made 1o deﬁermine if there is a cor-
relation betwesn L.D.S. seminary graduates who fulfill missions and
their being perscnally motivated for achievement of higher grades in

the area of Migsionary Preparation, Scripture and Theology,

L T e

m

Commithee

| ‘-w/ '

Mehber, AdviSory*Committes

Chairman, Major Beparément
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